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Navigating Alaska
It’s nearly impossible to know each person’s interests, but in the spirit of attempting to address likely
interests, I’ve put together the following.  As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Many of you will want to explore and others will simply want to do a tour.   Either is fine, but tours tend
to lock you down and can get fairly expensive on a per person basis.  I’ll try to tackle a few things on a
subject by subject basis to help you plan.

Once you’ve put a plan together, if you want to send it to me I’ll be happy to look at it and make
suggestions.

A few things to note:

 Places are typically noted by their Mile Post (MP) along highways in Alaska.  This should not be a
problem for ROW professionals. This link will give you an idea of what to expect along the Parks
Highway. http://www.themilepost.com/highway-info/highways/parks-highway

 Allow plenty of time to travel to any destination outside of Anchorage.  There’s a two lane
highway southbound (Seward Highway) and a 6/4 lane going northbound towards
Palmer/Wasilla then necking to a 2 lane north of Houston, Alaska.  There’s a lot of tourist in the
summer, so watch out for slow moving RV’s and vehicles making sudden stops for wildlife.

 Make sure you have plenty of gas to get you to the next destination. Once you get away from
Anchorage/Palmer/Wasilla, frequency of gas stations go down significantly.  There’s no reason
to take this risk.  When going south, the Tesoro at Girdwood is your best bet.  It’s the closest
thing to a Buc ee’s.

 There is reasonably good daylight from 3:30 am to 12:30 am (21 hours). On a clear day it may
only be dark for an hour around 1:30 am and will likely never become “pitch”. You’ll be tempted
to stay awake, but don’t.  You’ll become ill after about 2-3 days of staying up too long. Get some
sleep.

 When traveling in low light conditions, you are more likely to encounter moose. You definitely
don’t want to hit one. Your car will be destroyed and it could prove fatal for you………slow down
if you see one.  Please take my words seriously.

 Businesses operate on normal business hours.  Unless it’s a bar or other evening business, it will
close long before the sun goes down. Pay close attention to business hours. You may end up
going hungry or having to eat at a convenience store……if you can find one. At this time of the
year, sundown will be around 11:40 pm. (A little over 19 hours between sunrise and sunset.  This
does not conflict with the 21 hours of daylight previously mentioned).

 Drink plenty of water!!!  It is a much drier climate than it seems.
 Moose:  You may encounter moose in the city limits along some of the trails.  Under no

circumstances should you approach a moose, especially if there is a calf present.  The cow will
vigorously defend its offspring.  The result will not work in your favor. Give moose plenty of
room. http://hiking.about.com/od/hiking-safety-advice/a/Moose-Safety-For-Hikers.htm
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 Bear:  Possible, but not likely to encounter in the city limits.  Stay in a large group and make
some noise when hiking………not obnoxious noise unless you see a bear.  Bears typically will
make efforts to avoid you unless you get between a sow and its cub.  Then you have a similar
situation as with the moose. Not good.  Joggers are the most likely victims of attacks.  Also,
avoid hiking in low light situations.  If you encounter a bear, don’t run.  This will likely cause the
bear to attack……..see the reference to joggers. As a practical matter, you should be fine. If you
plan to do a lot of hiking, then you may want to invest in some bear spray if you understand how
to deploy it.  Everyone has their opinions on this and for the short period you’ll be in Alaska, I
wouldn’t make this investment.  You won’t be able to carry it home on the plane.
https://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/recreation/rec_info/bearsafety.html

Earthquakes

Earthquakes constantly occur in Alaska and in Anchorage.  The vast majority of these are so small that
they cannot be felt.  Essentially, anything less than a 3.8 will likely not be detected.  If you do feel one, it
will likely be a small thump followed by some gentle shaking.  Most are over in less than 10 seconds.  If
the shaking persists, move away from any window and into in interior hallway or get under some
furniture, table, desk, etc. See link. The “If Shaking Begins” section is your focus.

http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-disasters/earthquake-safety-tips/

Weather

Expect low temps in the 50’s and highs in the upper 60’s to mid-70’s.  It will likely rain at some point, so
you should always be prepared. Rain in Alaska is more like a winter rain in the lower 48. Driving
rainstorms or thunderstorms are not very common in the Anchorage area.  If they do occur, the rain
jacket will handle it and only affects hiking and sightseeing, but not fishing and other things.  Press on.

 If it is cool, dress in layers!!!! A clothing system that you can easily add or subtract garments
and apparel works best in Alaska.

 Dri-fit long and short sleeve shirts work very well. Under Armour fishing shirts are my favorite.
 Jeans are good, but I usually wore long pants that dry quickly (Columbia/Eddie Bauer/North

Face, etc.).  These are great for hiking and fishing.
 Shorts are ok, but remember there are lots of mosquitos and other bugs with which to contend.

Bugs can be especially bad in the shade or in the early morning or late day conditions. . For me,
shorts were a waste of time. In 3 years, I wore less than a ½ dozen times.

 Hiking shoes or boots are in style anywhere, anytime, for any occasion.
 A good rain jacket. A poncho is good in a pinch, but says to others that you don’t mind being wet

and cold.
 A light jacket or fleece.  A fleece vest is also a good call. As for me, I’ll have a vest and a rain

jacket. If you plan to land on a glacier, a slightly heavier jacket might be good, but remember
you’re not going to be there long. Larger jackets take up a lot of valuable suitcase space.

 Bring a small pair of binoculars to better observe wildlife and scenery
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Trips Tours, Etc.
Denali/Mt. McKinley

On a clear day, the mountain is visible from Anchorage.  It’s impressive, but you’ll want a closer view if
possible.  Having said this, there is only a 30% chance in the summer months that you will see the
mountain (maybe a little higher in June).  Many people plan their entire trip around this mountain and
end up disappointed.  One mistake often made by tourists is a desire to see the mountain and going all
the way to Denali National Park which is approximately 5 -6 hours north of Anchorage.  If your objective
is only to see the mountain, the best viewing location (if it is clear) is from the “Denali South View” at
MP 137.8 on the West/Left side of the highway. It’s a nice rest area with a short hiking trail.  An equally
good place is at the town of Talkeetna.  At MP 98.7 (Talkeetna Y) take the road to Talkeetna.  As you
come in Talkeetna, there’s a pull off on the west/left side of the highway just before the road descends
toward the town.  There’ll be no doubt if the mountain is view. The picture below was taken with my
iPhone in May 2016 from the hill just before you get into Talkeetna.

If your objective is to actually go to Denali National Park, you should begin making reservations for that
now.  There are several hotels from which to choose…..most pretty good.  Even the less pricy ones like
the Totem Inn at Healy are good.  Princess and Grand Denali are the better ones.  Regardless of where
you decide to stay, you should try lunch or dinner at the Grand Denali.  It has a spectacular view into the
Park, but as previously mentioned you cannot see Denali from this vantage point.

Access into the park beyond the visitor’s center during the summer months is by bus.  You will need to
make a reservation with a tour company.  Some driving is permitted, but it is extremely limited.  You will
have a chance to see wildlife from the bus and will be able to get out at different points along the way.
This will take up an entire day.  After about 3 -4 hours, you’ll be deep into the park and IF IT IS
CLEAR, you’ll be able to see Denali.
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You can get off some of these busses and hike.  If you decide do this, then you need to be prepared.
There are grizzlies in the park and they are huge. Check in with the park rangers for best info on where
to hike and if there’s been any problems with wildlife encounters.

There are plenty of other tours available in this area including helicopter rides, rafting, fishing, zip lines,
ATV, horses, etc. Most people do not try to book any of these other opportunities until after they arrive
in the park area. The park and viewing the mountain are on peoples list and if it is clear weather, then
that’s what folks will do.

Talkeetna

This is a good day trip from Anchorage.  There’s zip-lining, rafting, 4-wheelers, float planes, planes that
take you on tours of Denali (allow 2 hours of flight time) and land on glaciers.  Expect to pay between
$200 and $300/person for anything involving a plane. It’s a unique experience and if it’s clear, I found it
well worth the money.  You probably won’t get another opportunity if the mountain is clear.

Talkeetna is a great place to take your family. Google Talkeetna for some ideas. ‘Many tours at
Talkeetna can be booked at the last minute.  The hotel lobbies in Anchorage are packed with brochures.
Again, the key is to let the predicted weather dictate various portions of your itinerary.

Note: The patio area of the Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge is a great place to kick back and relax with your
favorite beverage.  It’s also a good place to stay, but you need to book a room soon.

Air Tours at Talkeetna:

Alaska Float Plane Service
28525 Talkeetna Spur Rd, Talkeetna, AK 99676
alaskafloatplane.com
(907) 733-1693
This is one I used……….float plane only

K2 Aviation
14052 E 2nd St, Talkeetna, AK 99676
flyk2.com
(800) 764-2291

Sheldon Air Service
22703 S Terminal Ave, Talkeetna, AK 99676
sheldonairservice.com
(907) 733-2321

Talkeetna Air Taxi
14212 E 2nd St, Talkeetna, AK 99676
talkeetnaair.com
(907) 733-2218
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Rafting Trips

As you can see, rafting is available at Talkeetna and Denali National Park.  There are also opportunities
for day trips out of Anchorage.  My favorite is 6-Mile Creek.  IT IS NOT FOR SMALL CHILDREN!  The trips
require active involvement by the participants.  Class 3, 4, and 5 rapids can be experienced. The cost for
this trip is usually $110 - $175 depending on the number of canyons you want to take on.  I’ve done the
Upper and Middle canyons (Class 3 & 4).  I had already pushed my luck that day and Carol wasn’t going
through the last canyon.  This trip takes about ½ day.  Staring time (does not include drive time) for trips
are typically 9:00 am and 2:00 pm for most outfitters.  This would be a great YP outing even though OP’s
can handle it just fine.   If Carol can do it…….you can do it……..no whining.  NOTE:  Bring base gear (long
underwear) and do not be out all night drinking before this trip. I’ve included a couple of links to assist in
understanding what this trip is about.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pubw7Yvv_fk#t=446.5638542

There is other (less aggressive/sit back and enjoy) trips available.  The other good ones are Spencer
Glacier (South from Anchorage) and Matanuska Glacier (North and east from Anchorage).  For ease of
access and a good day trip, I recommend the Spencer Glacier trip.  It is a great family outing for all ages
and will consume an entire day.  Chugach Adventures works with Alaska Railroad to put this trip
together.  Note:  The only way to Spencer Glacier is by railroad.

A sample itinerary for Spencer Glacier would be as follows:

By Train/Bus:

 9:45 am:  Board the Alaska Railroad Glacier Discovery train in downtown Anchorage. Follow link
to the Alaska Railroad  website: https://www.alaskarailroad.com/

 9:45 am – 1:45 pm: Ride train to Girdwood/Whittier/Portage Whistle Stop/Spencer Whistle
Stop. Note:  Don’t get off the train in Whittier.  If it leaves without you, you are stuck for the
remainder of the day and will not be able to do the raft trip.  The train will not get back to
Whittier until 5:25 pm and you will not get back to Anchorage until 9:15 pm……..not good.  Do
not risk getting off the train.  There’s very little to see and do at Whittier.

 1:45 pm – 4:45 pm: Raft trip on Spencer Lake to view and touch glaciers.  Raft Placer River back
to designated pick-up spot along railroad.

 5:00 pm – Re-board train
 5:15 pm:  Get off train at Portage Whistle stop and board bus back to Anchorage.
 6:15 pm: Arrive back at train station in Anchorage
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By Car/Train:

 11:30 am Leave Anchorage heading south on the Seward highway for the Portage Whistle Stop.
 12:30 pm Check - in with Chugach Adventures at Portage Whistle Stop along Seward Hwy, MP

46.7 from Anchorage. See link http://www.themilepost.com/highway-info/highways/seward-
highway

 1:15 pm  Board Train at Portage Whistle Stop (Considered as the 2nd train stop at Portage) this is
a 20-minute train ride to Spencer Whistle Stop

 1:45 pm Arrive Spencer Whistle Stop
 1:45 pm – 4:45 pm: Raft trip on Spencer Lake to view and touch glaciers.  Raft Placer River back

to designated pick-up spot along railroad.
 5:00 pm – Re-board train
 5:15 pm:  Get off train at Portage Whistle stop
 5:30 pm:  Go to Girdwood or Alyeska Resort and eat dinner
 Get back to Anchorage on your own schedule.
 NOTE:  The Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center (AWCC) https://www.alaskawildlife.org/ is very

close to the Portage Whistle Stop along the Seward Hwy MP 48. It is open 8:00 am to 7:00 pm in
the summer.  You can include a trip to this place for $15/Adult, $10/Child (7-17), & Free under 6
years old.  Feeding times are typically in the morning and evenings.  Website will have the
feeding schedule.  You will see nearly every animal that’s in Alaska.

As you can see from the 2 examples above, locking yourself completely to the train limits you greatly
on doing other things to do.  I recommend the car trip to maximize the available hours each day. The
advantage of this itinerary is that you see wildlife, raft a river, see a glacier, and ride a train.  If you
decide to then go to Girdwood or Alyeska on the way back, you can ride the tram and eat dinner.

Costs for Spencer Glacier tour:

 RT Train only Anchorage to Spencer Glacier Whistle Stop: @$107/$54  (Adult/Child)
 RT Train only Portage Whistle Stop (2nd) to Spencer Glacier Whistle Stop: @$80/$40
 Raft trip on Spencer Lake and Placer River: @$105/person (Arrange w/Chugach Adventures)…..I

don’t recall spending this much per person, so you should call them to be sure. Follow the link
below to the website.

 If not rafting, then hike with USFS guide to Spencer Lake/Glacier: Free (Note: This a 2-mile round
trip walk on flat terrain and good groomed trail.  Easy for all ages. Guide will make certain you
are back to the train)
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A sample itinerary for 6-Mile Creek would be as follows:

 6:45 am: Leave Anchorage heading south on the Seward Highway.  Turn right at the Hope
junction at MP 70.7. Follow highway another 7 miles or so to Nova River Runners. They’ll be on
the left of the road. Park anywhere but on the highway.

 8:15 am: Arrive at Nova (Cost $110 - $175/person)
 9:00 am - 1:30 pm: Raft trip on 6-Mile Creek
 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm: Travel back to Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center (AWCC)
 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm: AWCC self-tour. Cost $15/adult, $10/children
 4:30 pm – 5:00 pm: AWCC to Girdwood/Alyeska Resort.  Eat at one of the recommended

restaurants at Girdwood.
 8:15 pm – 9:00 pm:  Travel Girdwood to Anchorage

Outfitters:

 Chugach Adventures: http://alaskanrafting.com/
 Nova River Runners: Nova River Runners

o Note:  This is the outfitter I used for Six-Mile Creek.
 Chugach Outdoors: https://www.chugachoutdoorcenter.com/

Nova and Chugach Outdoors do trips at Denali, Matanuska, and other locations.  Their websites contain
additional info.

Plane Watching/Riding Anchorage

Lake Hood is home to the largest float plane base in the world and is adjacent to the Anchorage Airport.
You can drive or bike through it (3 -4 miles from downtown). Weather permitting; you can also take
float plane rides. Costs range from $75 - $450 depending on the trip. Outfitters operating here are:

Regal Air
4506 Lakeshore Dr, Anchorage, AK 99502
regal-air.com
(907) 243-8535

Ellison Air
4520 Wisconsin St, Anchorage, AK 99517
ellisonair.com
(907) 243-1959

Rusts Flying Service
4525 Enstrom Cir, Anchorage, AK 99502
flyrusts.com
(907) 243-1595
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Book early if you want to ride on a float plane from Anchorage.  Both Carol and I have done this with
Regal and Ellison. Rust’s has a good reputation as well, but we’ve not used them.  It’s a good head-rush
taking off and landing on water. If you just want to watch float planes take off and land, go to the
Millennium Hotel and sit out on the deck and enjoy your favorite beverage.  They also have snacks and
good food.  See restaurant list.

Another activity is watching the big planes take off and land at Ted Stevens Intl Airport.  There’s a
constant stream of 747’s taking off and landing all day and night.  The best viewing location is at the end
of the runway at Point Woronzof.  Go west on Northern Lights Blvd until you get to airport runway.  Pull
off on the right side and park.  Wait for a “heavy” to take-off or land.  This time of the year it is usually a
take-off. In a 30 to 45 minute time frame, you should be able to see several large planes take off.  Good
activity for kids and adult males. Also a good place for a picnic or just lounging around.
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=viewinglocations.pointworonzof

Since you’re out this way, you are close to Earthquake Park.  This is the location of the subdivision that
sluffed-off into the Cook Inlet during the 1964 earthquake.  Truly not much to see since it’s grown over,
but you can get an idea of the destructive force of the quake. There are lots of mosquitos at Earthquake
Park. Don’t stand still for too long. http://www.alaska.org/detail/earthquake-park

Hiking/Biking

There are plenty of trails around Anchorage on which to hike and bike.  Bikes are easily rented from a
place on 4th Street near and C Street and from a place in a parking lot behind the Captain Cook Hotel.
Either is fine.  Do what’s most convenient for you.  They’ll give you a map of the bike trails.  The best
known is the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail. http://www.anchoragecoastaltrail.com/ While good for
hiking, it is best used as a bike trail and is great for a family activity.

Hiking Trails near Anchorage

There are lots of trails near Anchorage, but you’re going to be limited on time and I’ve selected the ones
I think are best. One advantage to hiking near Anchorage is that you generally start from sea level and
go up, so altitude is usually not a problem. 2,000 to 3,000 feet max is what you should expect.

Flattop Hike

This is a great hike. It’s about a 1,300 foot elevation change from the parking area to the top. People of
all ages do this hike, but truly the older you are the more difficult it is.  If you’re not in fairly good shape
or you are a “flat-lander” you might find this hike a little more difficult than being moderate. You will
have some rock to rock climbing near the top, but nothing too difficult.  The view from the top is really
good.  Again, on a clear day you can see Denali.  The key to this hike is…….slow and steady.  I have an
irrational fear of heights and was still able to get to the top. It takes me 2.5 hours RT to complete, but I
go slow and steady. Like any hike, if you get tired or don’t want to continue, just go back to the parking
lot.  Also, if you decide not to hike the main trail, then there is a 1/4-mile walking trail from the parking
lot to another view point. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flattop_Mountain_(Anchorage,_Alaska)
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Flattop Directions (once map launches, just type in your start point as being Anchorage)

https://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?rtp=adr.~pos.61.1011238098145_-
149.687393188477_13229+Glen+Alps+Rd%2c+Anchorage%2c+AK+99516_Flattop+Mountain+Trail_(907
)+345-5014

Thunder Bird Falls Hike

http://dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/maps/thunderbirdfallsguide.pdf

Thunder Bird Falls is an easy hike.  The trailhead is about 33 miles northeast of downtown Anchorage
along the Glenn Highway. https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thunder+Bird+Falls/@61.4328241,-
149.4520078,10.22z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x56c8e5ff1e8b812f:0x8bb23c508903edd1!8m2!3d61.4425!4d
-149.3555556 It’s about a 2 mile RT with only about 175 foot elevation change.  Good for young kids
and older adults.  This hike will not take long, so it should be a part of something else you’re doing in the
area.  The native village of Eklutna is close by.  It has an old Russian Orthodox cemetery that’s pretty
interesting. http://eklutnahistoricalpark.org/ Hike time approximately 1 hour.

Hikes at Girdwood/Alyeska

Directions:
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Anchorage+5th+Avenue+Mall,+West+5th+Avenue,+Anchorage,+AK/
Alyeska+Resort,+1000+Arlberg+Ave,+Girdwood,+AK+99587/@61.0741974,-
149.7738445,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x56c89629bde7481f:0x7e8a9413ab25d5d!
2m2!1d-149.8886096!2d61.217162!1m5!1m1!1s0x56c864cc4e4c339b:0x4bf250e6de83123b!2m2!1d-
149.0987185!2d60.9704446

The Alyeska Resort at Girdwood is 42 miles from downtown Anchorage.  Give yourself and hour to get
here. Aside from Flattop, the other hikes I greatly enjoyed are the next three.  Both of these hiking trails
begin at the back door of the Alyeska Resort in Girdwood southeast of Anchorage. While I consider both
these trails safe, I saw more bears in in the Alyeska area than any other location. They can also be done
in the same day, but you’ll eat up a large chunk of your day. Bring a bottle of water for each person on
these hikes. Apparently there are guided tours, but save your money.

Winner Creek Trail (Lower) – This trail goes through a forest in the valley next to the resort. The link
below says it’s the northernmost rainforest in North America. The trail is an easy to moderate in terms
of difficulty and RT from the resort to the hand-tram is 5.5 miles. Allow about 2.5 hours as there can be
a lot of activity at the tram.  The trail is well-defined and has a slight elevation rise through the forest.
You cross several streams and the ferns are fantastic.  This trail also has a lots of blueberry bushes, but
they will likely not be ready for picking. When you get to the river, you’ll see a bridge.  Don’t cross the
first bridge.  Instead, follow the trail to the left and go to a smaller foot bridge.  It’s a great spot for some
pics.  Keep going on the trail about another ¼ mile to the hand-tram.  Kids will love going over the gorge.

http://www.alaska.org/detail/winner-creek-trail
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The North Face Alyeska - This trail begins at the base of the Alyeska Resort tram.  Winner Creek trail
goes to the left and North Face goes to the right.  This is a steady uphill climb as you will gain 2,000 feet
in elevation in 2.2 miles.  No lies here, this will be a difficult climb.  The trail is well marked and plenty of
places to take a break.  Don’t try to cut-off the switch-backs.  While it may not seem like it at the time,
the switchbacks are your friends.  At about the 1.25 mile point, the trail will begin to ascend aggressively
under the tram.  “Stairway to Heaven” is a series of steps that keep you steadily moving upwards.  This is
a good thing, but take your time and watch your step.  The “Dirty Dozen” will be a sign that you’re near
in the top, but you will still have a little way to go.  Once past the dozen, the trail has longer sweeping
switchbacks that will give you a bit of a break.  Hike time to the top for me has always been a couple of
minutes each side 1:45 min. I’m a casual hiker. As the link says, you get a free ride on the tram going
down.  If you have your family with you, this is the cheapest way to the top.  A tram ride without dinner
reservations at the restaurant at the top (Seven Glaciers) be a little pricey. You can also get a beverage
of choice at the Glacier Express bar. Not a bunch of links taking about this trail, but this one is fair.

https://alaskahikesearch.com/hikes/alyeska-north-face/

Mighty Mite - This trail begins at the top of the Alyeska tram and goes to upper ski tram.  It is a short
walk to the top.  Round trip takes about 30 minutes.  Stay on the trail.  You’ll see a lot of people milling
around, so you’ll have no problem figuring out the location of the trail.

Hikes at Seward

Exit Glacier - Exit Glacier is located about 7 miles west of Seward in the Kenai Fjords National Park. Just
drive to the end of the road.  Park in the visitor’s parking lot and go on this leisurely 2.2 mile hike.
President Obama took a selfie on this trail. This is a good family hike, but will not take more than 2
hours.  This is a good side trip if you go to Seward, but don’t do this hike if you don’t have anything else
to do.  I recommend doing this hike in the morning and visiting the Alaska Sealife Center in the
afternoon.

http://www.trails.com/tcatalog_trail.aspx?trailid=HGA003-002

http://alaskasealife.org/

Hikes North of Anchorage (near Palmer)

Directions:
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Anchorage+5th+Avenue+Mall,+West+5th+Avenue,+Anchorage,+AK/
Hatcher+Pass,+Willow,+AK+99654/@61.496904,-
150.0994133,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x56c89629bde7481f:0x7e8a9413ab25d5d!2
m2!1d-149.8886096!2d61.217162!1m5!1m1!1s0x56c9238d8f23c4a7:0xfe8b08bc33b478ba!2m2!1d-
149.3088889!2d61.7697222

Hatcher Pass – Hatcher Pass, 60 miles from Anchorage is a neat place.  One of the best photo ops on
the river is when you cross the Little Susitna River along Fishhook Willow Road.  There’s a pull-off with a
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sign telling you about the area.  When parked in the pull-off, you are actually parked over the Castle
Mountain Fault.  Shouldn’t be a problem unless there’s an earthquake.  Still shouldn’t be a problem.
There are two hikes being recommended here. Independence Mine – Hike is through an abandoned
mine.  Cost is $5.00/car for parking.  Good pave trails for the most part.  Interesting history of mining in
Alaska.  Easy/Moderate.  There are a few steep areas of the trail.  Just take your time.  You can cover
everything in about 2 hours. http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/units/indmine.htm

The other trail is called April Bowl. April Bowl is located at the top of the pass and at this time of the
year, the road may not be open as they tend to get a lot of snow here.  If kids want to see snow, this is
probably a good place.  We were hiking this trail in early July 2016 and there was still snow on the trail.
There’s a parking area at the top of the pass and the trail is behind you and up the mountain.  It is about
a one hour RT to the lakes.  Good, but narrow trail. Easy to moderate in difficulty.  Long switchbacks
keep it easy. It can be a little un-nerving for those with height fears. I’m betting the road will not be
open past the Independence Mine.

https://alaskahikesearch.com/hikes/april-bowl-hatch-peak/

If you decide to do these two trails, you’ll consume the better part of a day.  There’s a lodge/restaurant
at the top of the pass near the mine.  It’s a small place, but has great food and deserts.  This restaurant
is not on my list since it is so far out of the way. http://www.hatcherpasslodge.com/

Bore Tide

This is where the outgoing tide meets the incoming tide.  Turnagain has the second highest tide swing in
North America after the Bay of Fundy in Newfoundland.  It’s so strong that the incoming tie looks like a
wave.  Please note: DO NOT BE TEMPTED TO GO OUT ONTO THE MUDFLATS.  IT IS SUPER
DANGEROUS AND MANY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KILLED DOING THIS. The normal tide swing is 27 feet and
can go to 39 feet.  You won’t make it if you get caught. It’s pretty impressive to watch.  Check this link.  I
have yet to find the 2017 schedule. Best place to see it is between Bird Point and Girdwood.  3rd pull out
from Bird Point going towards Girdwood. If you don’t have time to see the bore tide, then at least stop
and look at how fast the water moves in and out of this area.  It looks like you’re standing next to a river.
You cannot get a sense of this driving in the car.  You need to stop and look. It takes 5 minutes.

http://www.alaska.org/advice/alaska-bore-tide#

The Anchorage Market

Held on each Saturday and Sunday during the summer across the street from the downtown Hilton.
Good shopping place for Alaskan arts and crafts.  Good activity for the family.  There’s some really good
native vendors here with quality merchandise, but buyer beware…..there’s nothing cheap during tourist
season.
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Northern Lights

Can’t be seen during the summer.  No need to research this.  If for some reason you see them, the world
is likely coming to an end. Take this off your list now.

Marine Sightseeing

Trips can be arranged from Whittier or Seward.  Kenai Fjords operates out of Seward and Major Marine
Tours operates out of Whittier and Seward.  These trips take up an entire day for the most part.  I’ve
been on trips from both locations.  I’ve seen a lot more whales on the Seward tours. Either company is
good. I prefer Kenai Fjords…….

Kenai Fjords Tours: http://www.kenaifjords.com/

Major Marine Tours: https://www.majormarine.com/

You can sign up for these tours online or wait until you get to Alaska.  Each of these companies has
offices in downtown Anchorage, but I usually went with Kenai Fjords Tours and went on the Fox Island
option.  Food is good, but I’d skip the Fox Island part and eat in Seward if time is an issue (See list of
restaurants). If it is cloudy, bring a rain jacket. Also, layer up because it is cold near the glaciers.  The
wind is usually blowing straight off the glaciers.  The glaciers have always calved well on my tours.  If
you’ve never seen it, it is well work the experience.

Fishing

It’s best to fish post conference if your schedule permits.  The last thing you want to do is to try to figure
out what to do with your fish and then go to the conference. Alaska for the most part is totally set up to
handle fish in terms of packaging and giving you the opportunity of either taking it with you on the plane
or shipping it home. The exception is Anchorage. If you fish in Anchorage, there’s not an easy place for
fish processing.  See the info below on fishing in Ship Creek.  This should discourage you a little from
trying to fish in Anchorage unless it is just for sport. If you decide to do it, Anchorage Sausage and
Seafood is likely your best bet for packaging your fish, but their hours may not match the tide schedule
and they do not have expedited processing.  You will probably have to wait a few days to get your fish.
http://www.alaskasausage.com/

Going to Seward is likely your best bet.  That’s where I go and have always had good luck.  In my humble
opinion, they are set up for the tourist fisherman.  The fishing guides will filet your fish dockside and
there’s an outfit called Captain Jack’s that will cut your fish into one pound pieces and vacuum pack it
for you.  They can store it or flash freeze it for transit.  It’s a really good one-stop shop.

http://www.captainjacksalaska.com/seafood/pc/Sportfish-Processing-d6.htm
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Once you give your fish to Captain Jack, it takes about one hour for them to process it.  This will allow
you enough to go get dinner and then pick-up your fish on the same day. However, they will keep it
overnight, but there’s an extra cost for this service. If you take a soft-side ice chest, you can carry your
fish home or to the airport for the flight home.  Otherwise, they will ship it to you house.  Just tell then
when you want it to arrive and that’s what day it will get there.

If you’re able to get your frozen filets to the airport, you can put them on the plane and take it with you
and the fish will still be frozen when you get to your destination.  I did this all the time during the
summer months and never had a problem. If the fish is frozen solid, you are good for 14 -24 hours
before the filets begin to soften.  Usually just the top few get soft. I just re-froze them and have never
had a problem.

In Anchorage

Fishing season is just getting into full swing as the conference gets underway.  The King Salmon should
be running in Ship Creek just below the hotels in Anchorage and you should expect to see a lot of
fishermen in the creek.  It is essentially “combat” fishing shoulder to shoulder in a mud hole.  I love to
fish, but this does not interest me at all.  People everywhere, lines getting tangle, and game wardens
looking for the least little mistake.  Not fun.

Gear can be rented near the Bridge Restaurant by the hour or for the day……waders, rod, lures,
everything for about $75 -$100.  This does not include the cost of fishing license.  There’s a possibility of
catching a big fish, but as for me I’m spending my time and money elsewhere. The Salmon Derby will be
going on June 9th - 18th. Pay attention to the tides.  Fish only during recommended times. Go with
someone that can help you net a fish.  It’s tough to do it by yourself…..in fact, nearly impossible. The
best time to fish is two hours before and after a tidal change. That’s a 4 hour period of time. Good luck.

https://www.anchorage.net/events/salmon-derby/

http://www.alaska.org/detail/ship-creek-lower

Fishing in Seward/Kenai

Seward is @ 2hours south of Anchorage.  You can stay in Anchorage and book one of these charters, but
you’ll need to leave no later than 3:15 am to meet them on the dock as most of them leave at 6:00 am
ish.  Please note: You cannot be late or show up without a license. You will get left on the dock and
still get charged for the trip. PLAN AHEAD AND DON’T BE LATE. Getting your fishing license should be a
priority. It is usually the first thing I do when company came to visit me.

During June, halibut and rockfish are your top fish to catch.  You may get lucky and catch a silver
salmon, but if you do you probably won’t limit out. Silver Salmon are still offshore and not in the rivers.
What you’re looking for is a combo charter.  You will be limited to only 2 halibut per day and 4 total for
the year on a commercial charter.  That means you can fish for 2 straight days and catch your
commercial limit of halibut.
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The typical combo trip costs $325 - $350 when the outfitter is not running a special. That seems like a
lot, but if you catch a 50 lb halibut and you get 30 lbs of fillets, then the value of the fish is retailing
around $750 at $25/lb. In essence, you’re more than paying for your trip. The most fish one of my
groups caught was 143 lbs of fillets. With an average market price of $20/lb, that is nearly $3,000 worth
of fish. Subtracting the cost of the charter, we came out to nearly $1,500 to the good. I even had to buy
a freezer and still came out good. I always figure cost to be in the $375 - $400 range for a combo trip.
This includes tip………and the guides expect a tip………15% range…….example: Trip: $340 Tip: $40 - $50

A few good charters are as follows:

 Saltwater Safari: http://saltwatersafari.com/
 Fish House: http://www.thefishhouse.net/charter-reservations
 Crackerjack: http://www.crackerjackcharters.com/
 Puffin Charters: http://puffincharters.com/
 Tim Berg Alaska Adventures: http://www.alaskanfishing.com/

Kenai/Soldotna

Halibut fishing can also be done at Kenai/Soldatna or even going all the way to Homer or Ninilchik.
Homer is considered to be the Halibut Capital of the World, but for the purposes of the conference, I
suggest doing a closer charter. It takes 5 hours to get to Homer if there’s no traffic.  Count on a 6-hour
one way trip in June. Kenai will take about 4 hours one way in June.

http://ninilchik.com/

Tim Berg Alaska Adventures: http://www.alaskanfishing.com/

River Fishing

River fishing can be done out of Kenai/Soldotna or from Cooper Landing.  You will have to pass through
Cooper Landing on the way to Kenai/Soldotna.  As previously stated, salmon runs will just be getting
started and on the Kenai River for the past few years, King Salmon has been all catch and release.  Also,
if you fish for trout it is catch and release.  I don’t like to catch and release very often when I pay to fish.
If they don’t have room on a charter, they’ll either refer you to another guide or sub to them.  There’s
usually a way to get you on the river.  Again, they have all the gear.  Waders (Simms) usually rent for
$10/day. Don’t feel like you need to drag your fishing gear to Alaska.

 ½ Day trip means you spend 2 hours traveling and 2 hours fishing (4 hours)
 Full Day means you spend 2 hours traveling and 6 hours fishing (8 hours) Better deal.

Spend your time and money wisely.  Here are some guides to consider:

 Alaska Troutfitters: http://aktroutfitters.com/
 Alaska River Adventures: http://www.alaskariveradventures.net/fishing.html
 Cooper Landing Fish Camp: http://www.kenaitrout.com/
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 Drifter’s Lodge: http://www.drifterslodge.com/

There are many others at Cooper Landing and you’ll note that they can probably arrange some offshore
fishing as well.  They also have lodging, so book early if you want a cabin.  Everyone wants your money
in Alaska. Google search Seward Fishing, Kenai Fishing or Cooper Landing fishing for more outfitters.

Recommendation: Do not try to fish the same day you are planning to fly unless your flight leaves
after midnight.  An exception to this is a river fishing trip.  Always allow 3-4 hours of travel coming back
to Anchorage from the Kenai Peninsula.

Renting and RV

If you want to rent an RV you should have already made arrangements.  Bear in mind that you will now
enter the category of the most hated drivers in Alaska.  Especially for RV’s, but as with all vehicles it is
the law that if there is a large gap in front of you and there are 5 or more vehicles behind you, you are
required by state law to pull over in a “Slow Vehicle” pullout and let others pass you.  You can be
ticketed for this offense. These pull-outs are numerous along most 2 lane roads such as the Seward
Highway. Simple rule – keep up or pull to the side.

There are several good road trips and if you want, please contact me separately and I’ll give you some
recommendations.

Driving

See the 5-car rule above.  Watch out for stopped vehicles looking at wildlife.  This is where a lot of
accidents happen. DON’T STOP IN THE HIGHWAY. Seems like a reasonable statement, but you’d be
surprised what people do. I’ve seen people leave their vehicle to take a picture with their vehicle still
parked in the road.  Find a place to safely pull off and if there isn’t one, keep driving for yours and
everyone else’s safety.

Traffic lights in Anchorage are extraordinarily long.  Be patient.  Because of this, people often run red
lights, so look before proceeding into the intersection.

Watch out for locals walking in the street.  There are a lot of people wandering around at all hours of the
day and “night” and they’ll step off the curb in front of you.  Pay attention.

Locals

There will likely be homeless folks wandering around in the downtown area.  Panhandling is not legal
and the local officials do not want you to give them money.  There is a shelter east of downtown where
they can get food.  Heart-breaking situation, but it’s best if you don’t give them anything
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Parking Lot Coffee

There’s a lot of small coffee stand in parking lots.  I like these much better that Starbucks.  I’m not
boycotting them, but the coffee stands just have better coffee.  An Americano is always a good call.

Trans Alaska Pipeline (TAPS)

If you want to see the TAPS pipeline, you’ll have to go to Fairbanks or the Glennallen area towards
Valdez.  This is an all-day trip to Valdez or Glennallen.  Let me know if this is a must.  There is some
spectacular scenery towards Valdez, but it is a minimum 14 – 16 hour RT travel if you try it from
Anchorage. I’ve done it, but I won’t put in writing how it was accomplished. You’ll need to be aggressive.

Cabela’s

Located on C Street in south Anchorage.  It’s a good place to get your fishing license. See link.
http://www.cabelas.com/stores/store_info.jsp?pageName=052

Other Sporting Goods Stores

 Big Ray’s – On 4th Street near C Street in the downtown area
 Sportsman’s Wearhouse:  Located at 8681 Old Seward Highway south of E. Dimond  Blvd. Other

locations in Wasilla and Soldotna. This is more like an Academy store.
https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Sportsman%27s%20Warehouse&ss=ypid.YN14x43320
&ppois=61.1409568786621_-
149.860382080078_Sportsman%27s%20Warehouse_YN14x43320~&cp=61.140957~-
149.860382&v=2&sV=1

 Bass Pro – located north of downtown past Merrill Field
https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Bass%20Pro%20Shops&ss=ypid.YN873x127373977&p
pois=61.2192115783691_-
149.819763183594_Bass%20Pro%20Shops_YN873x127373977~&cp=61.219212~-
149.819763&v=2&sV=1
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Sample Itinerary for a 10-day Trip (+2 days travel)

 Wed 6/7/2017:  Arrive Anchorage in the afternoon or evening
 Thurs 6/8/2017:  If weather is right, go to Talkeetna for the day.  See Denali
 Friday 6/9/2017:  Spencer Glacier Trip (Car Option)/or 6-mile Creek raft trip with Wildlife Center

option
 Saturday 6/10/2017:  Drive to Alyeska Resort and hike Winner Creek and/or North Face Trail
 Sunday 6/11/2017:  Conference……….Shop at the Open Market and/or do biking activities

w/Family
 Monday 6/12/2017: Conference……….Family can hike Flattop or hang out in Anchorage
 Tuesday 6/13/2017: Conference……..Golf/Family can go to Independence Mine
 Wednesday 6/14/2017: Conference/Drive to Seward in the afternoon/evening
 Thursday 6/15/2017: Go on a 6-hour Marine Tour w/Kenai Fjords or Major Marine Tours

(Seward)
 Friday 6/16/2017:  Go fishing on an offshore charter (combo trip) (Seward)
 Saturday 6/17/2017:  Go to Alaska Sea Life Center in morning/Exit Glacier hike in early

afternoon.  Drive to Anchorage and arrive by 5:30 pm.  Grab a bite of dinner and go to airport.
Take late flight home. Arrive somewhere on Sunday.

 Sunday 6/18/2017:  Sleep the remainder of the day……….

Final Notes

There is a lot of information in this document, but also a lot that I’ve have not added.  Unless you spend
several weeks here you will not be able to do all that I’ve listed. Plan to go home tired. You’ll be glad you
did.

If you want to go to Fairbanks or to the Arctic Circle, this will be time consuming. Again, please let me
know of any questions.  Hope you have a great time.


